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Art Unit: 2854 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Teng (6,242,156) in view of APA JP 10-869. 

Teng teaches a printing plate material comprising a substrate and a component 
layer provided thereon, the substrate having a center line average surface roughness 
Ra of from 0.2 to 1 .0 gym, wherein the center line average surface roughness Ra is 
obtained from three dimension surface roughness measurement according to JIS-B- 
0601, and wherein an image is capable of being recorded on the component layer by 
imagewise exposure of infrared laser. However, Teng doesn't teach an oil-retention 
volume A2 of from 1 to 10. 

APA JP 10-869 teaches an and an oil-retention volume A2 of from 1 to 10 (See 
applicants Spec, pages 19 - 20). 

It would have been obvious to modify Teng to have an oil-retention volume A2 of 
from 1 to 10 as taught by APA JP 10-869 to provide an efficient means for the surface 
of the printing plate to allow the of ink to flow over the cylinder. 

With respect to claim 2, Teng teaches a printing plate material wherein the 
substrate is an aluminum or aluminum alloy plate which has been subjected to surface 
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roughening treatment, followed by anodizing treatment or hydrophilization treatment 
(See col. 6, lines 18-33). 

With respect to claim 3, Teng teaches a printing plate material wherein the 
substrate is a surface roughened aluminum or aluminum alloy plate having deep pits 
charged with a hydrophilic material or an oleophilic material (See col. 5, lines 5 - 24). 
With respect to claim 4, Teng does not teach a printing plate wherein the oil-retention 
volume A2 is from 2 to 8. 

APA (JPO 10-869) teaches a printing plate wherein the oil-retention volume A2 is 
from 2 to 8 (See applicants Spec, pages 19 - 20). 

It would have been obvious to modify Teng to have an oil-retention volume A2 is 
from 2 to 8 as taught by APA JP 10-869 to provide an efficient means for the surface of 
the printing plate to allow the of ink to flow over the cylinder. 

With respect to claim 5, the printing plate material wherein the component layer 
being an oleophilic layer, wherein the printing plate material is positive working, and the 
oleophilic layer at exposed portions is capable of being removed by development on 
press (See col. 1 , lines 20 - 42). 

With respect to claim 6, the printing plate material wherein the oleophilic layer 
varies from hydrophobic to hydrophilic by heating (See, col. 6, lines 26 - 39). 

With respect to claim 7, The printing plate material wherein the component layer 
being comprised of an oleophilic layer and a hydrophilic layer provided on the oleophilic 
layer, wherein the printing plate material is negative working, and the hydrophilic layer 
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at exposed portions is capable of being removed by development on press (See col. 1 , 
lines 20 - 42). 

With respect to claim 8, the printing plate material wherein the component layer 
being comprised of a hydrophilic layer and an oleophilic layer provided on the 
hydrophilic layer, wherein the printing plate material is positive working, and at least the 
oleophilic layer at exposed portions is capable of being removed by development on 
press (See col. 1 , lines 20 - 42). 

With respect to claim 9, the printing plate material wherein the component layer 
being capable of being removed by development on press and containing heat melting 
particles or heat fusible particles, wherein the printing plate material is negative working, 
and the component layer at exposed portions is incapable of being removed by 
development on press (See col. 1, lines 20 -42). 

With respect to claim 10, the printing plate material wherein the printing material 
after image recording is capable of being developed with water (See col. 3, lines 55 - 
65 and col. 4, lines 1-15). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Teng teaches a printing plate material wherein the 
printing material after image recording is capable of being developed on a printing press 
by supplying a dampening water and/or printing ink (See col. 3, lines 55 - 65 and col. 4, 
lines 1-15). 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marvin P. Crenshaw whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2158. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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